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Bear Box Loan Program Approved 
 
South Lake Tahoe, CA (March 31, 2017) – The South Lake Tahoe Basin Waste Management 
Authority (JPA) approved a Bear Box Loan Program that will be administered by South Tahoe Refuse. 
The Bear Box Loan Program will allow homeowners to apply for a loan up to $1,200 for a metal bear 
box. The loan payments will cover five years and be included in the homeowners South Tahoe Refuse 
bill.  
 
At the November 4, 2016 JPA meeting, a resolution was approved which states that South Tahoe 
Refuse and Clean Tahoe advised of continuing problems caused by bears, dogs and other animals 
getting into, overturning and/or spreading garbage placed in garbage containers that are set out for 
weekly garbage collection service.  
 
The JPA determined that the greater utilization of permanently placed Bear Boxes will help reduce the 
potential for public nuisance and potential health risks posed by bear and animal access to garbage 
containers, and will also enhance public safety by helping to reduce the potential interaction between 
humans and bears coming into developed areas to feed on garbage.  
 
The Bear Box Loan Program will immediately launch on a pilot basis and end on June 30, 2017. 
 
To apply for a Bear Box loan, a Homeowner shall pay a fee of $50 to South Tahoe Refuse for 
processing the loan application. A Homeowner owning multiple properties may only apply for one Bear 
Box loan under this program. If a Homeowner’s application is approved and the Homeowner proceeds 
with obtaining the loan, the Homeowner shall pay an additional administrative fee to South Tahoe 
Refuse of $100 or, at the Homeowner’s option; this $100 administrative fee may be amortized in equal 
installments to be paid by Homeowner over the life of the loan.  
 
Only Homeowners whose residences are within the Authority’s boundaries will be eligible for loans. 
Homeowners must be current in their bills from STR and shall not be delinquent in payment of their real 
property taxes.  
 
To enroll in the Bear Box Loan Program, contact South Tahoe Refuse at (530) 541-5105. 
 

### 







New loan program to   
     purchase Bear Box    
     now available!

Up to $1,300!

Repay loan at $65     
     quarterly on STR bill

Pre-approved vendors

Available to 
     California and      
     Nevada residents in  
     Lake Tahoe

This program is provided to residents to promote peaceful 
co-existence between animals and humans in our community by 

reducing interactions that are harmful to our wildlife and our 
neighborhoods and that can a�ect public health and safety. 

Bear Box Loan Program

Contact South Tahoe Refuse to apply!
(530) 541-5105

Bear Box Loan Program o�ered by the South Lake Tahoe Basin Waste Management Authority
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