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Foreward

Just what is the Grand Jury, who are its members, and what are thelr functlons? Wilham J.
Shaw and Noah Weinstein in their article, Grand Ju 1ard of Democre
describe a Grand Jury as “a short-lived, representatlve non-pohtlcal body of citizens
functioning without hope of personal aggrandizement. It [the Grand Jury] comes from the
citizens at large and soon disappears into anonymity without individual recognition or
personal reward.” In El Dorado County this is a group of 19 citizens who have the ability,
time and willingness to serve the citizens of the County for a period of one year.

The requirements for service are basic and designed to allow and encourage maximum
participation by the County’s citizens. A juror must be 18 years old, a United States citizen,
and a resident of El Dorado County for at least one-year on the date they are sworn to
service. The candidate for juror must also possess natural faculties of ordinary intelligence,
sound judgment, and fair character.

Service on the Grand Jury is an act of citizenship. Individuals selected for the Grand Jury
should expect to work a minimum of three six-hour days per week throughout their year of
service. Remuneration for service is pald at the rate of $10.00 per day for those days actually
worked. Mileage driven for grand jury business is currently reimbursed at the rate paid to all
county employees.

The Grand Jury essentially serves as the agency of civilian oversight for our local
government. The common public perception of the Grand Jury is a body taking testimony
and handing down Criminal-Indictments. In reality, the principal functions of the Grand Jury
are civil in nature. Some duties, such as the inspections of public: pnsons, are required by taw -
to be performed on a yearly basis. The majority of the Grand Jury’s inquiries, however, are
the result of its own internal direction. - Generally, the Grand Jury audits local government
processes, expenditures, and the actions of its officials. Practically speaking, a grand jury
primarily responds to complaints brought to it by citizens of the County, to issues of concern
and public debate as publicized in the local media, and to other issues exposed during the
investigation of complaints.

During the course of its inquiries, members of the Grand Jury not only will find conditions
and practices within government that deserve recommendations for improvement, they also
will encounter examples of excellent service performed by units or persons in local
government. Grand Juries by their very design are intended to identify and recommend
improvement of deficiencies within government; as such, reports of the Grand Jury tend to be
viewed as negative in nature. It would be unfair, however, for the Report of the Grand Jury
to focus on the negative without recognizing outstanding performance within government. In
that light, this Report also contains commendations for those persons, encountered by
members of the Grand Jury, who were noted to have performed exemplary service for the
County.
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At the conclusion of its investigations the Grand Jury may issue an indictment, an accusation,
and/or a report. The year-end Report of the Grand Jury is a compilation of investigative
reports complete with recommendations for change that are intended to improve the
operations of government and so better serve the citizens of this County. Grand Juries have
no power to impose their recommendations on -local government. Grand Juries cannot
enforce their recommendations; they merely have the ability to “shine a light” on the facts
uncovered by their inquiries, thus bringing matters to the public’s attention. The Report then
provides a vehicle for public debate. It is a matter for the public to decide whether the
recommendations of the Grand Jury are appropriate, and whether actions taken by
government officials in response to those recommendations are themselves appropriate.
Ultimately, the citizens of the County carry out thejr role in this process, by expressing their
judgment on the issues at the ballot box.

e

Kenn Womack
Foreman

To Obtain an Application

Any interested citizen who meets the required qualifications and is able to make the time
commitment may request an application for appointment to the Grand Jury from the
appointed court secretary. The secretary is located at: '

495 Main Street

Placerville, California 95667
(530) 621-6451
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EL DORADO COUNTY GRAND JURY
2000-2001

Resolution

WHEREAS, the EL DORADO COUNTY GRAND JURY has conducted

_ mveshgatlons and has arrived at certain findmg and recommendatlons, and

WHEREAS, the EL DORADO COUNT’Y’GRAND IURY desues to make its final - :

RESOLVED, by the EL DORADO COUNTY GRAND JURY that the attached report

.. be, and hereby is, adopted as the fing] report and concluswns Qf the EL DDRADO COUNTY C
o GRAND JURY; 2000-2001 . e, . 5 e

ey e . d - . - LT - -

-~

P'ASSED AND ADOPT ED at the meetmg of the EL DORADOC@UNTY GRAND

- JURY this twentieth day of June, Two Thousand and One.

KENN WOMACK
Foreman
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EL DORADO COUNTY GRAND JURY
P.O. Box 472
Placerville, CA 95667

Judge Jerald Lasarow
Superior Court

1354 Johnson Blvd., Suite 1
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

15 June 2001
Dear Judge Lasarow:

The term of the 2000/2001 Grand Jury is nearing its end. The nineteen members who were in
place at the end of Grand Jury orientation and training have completed their tour of duty
intact. This is no small feat in and of itself, glven the commitment of time and effort involved
in grand jury duty. The service the individual j jurors rendered to the residents of El Dorado
County is commendable. The reward for that service is significant when measured in terms
of the personal satisfaction gained for having helped preserve an open and democratic form
of government.

The Grand Jury has had a busy and eventful year. In addition to a number of major
mvestlgataqns we. have undertaken a revision of the El Dorado County Grand Jury
. Hapdbook, a review and critique of the McGeorge School of Law proposal for grand jury

reform, and successfully defended ourselves in litigation, The final report of the 2000/2001
Grand Jury is attached for your review and approval.

Finally, the Grand Jury would like to express our appreciation for your stewardship. Your
availability for, and assistance with, guidance and counsel has been exemplary. Your
willingness to support the Grand Jury’s inquiry into issues, even when the findings of such
inquiry might bruise the image of the Court’s administration, is itself remarkable. As
Foreman of the Grand Jury, I have had the opportunity to observe and interact with five of
- the Judges of the El Dorado County Courts. Having spent my entire career working in the
Criminal Justice system, it is my opinion that the residents of this County are blessed to have
Judges with the quality and dedication that all of you have demonstrated this year.

Sincerely,

AL ol L

KENN WOMACK
Foreman
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The Superior Court

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF EL DORADO
495 MAIN STREET
PLACERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95667
{530) 621-6459

Dear Grand Jury Members:

As Supervising Judge of the 2000/2001 Grand Jury and on behalf of the El Dorado County
Superior Court, I want to thank you for a year's hard work and dedication to the Grand Jury.
The primary function of the Grand Jury is the examination of all aspects of the county
government and special districts and assuring efficient government in the best interests of the
citizens of El Dorado County.

Upon reviewing your report, it is obvious that each of you has put in many long hours and

days in fulfilling your oath and obligation to the 2000/2001 Grand Jury. It is only with

citizens like yourselves that the Grand Jury can continue to be effective in its responsibilities
“to our citizens.

In your functions as Grand Jurors, it is not only important in examining county government
and special districts to make suggestions or recommendations for better government, but it is
also important to inform our citizens that some departments in our county government and:
special districts are well organized and efficient.

I want to personally thank Mr. Ken Womack, the Foreperson of the 2000/2001 Grand Jury,
Ken has proved himself to be a great leader and organizer. The citizens of our county owe a
great deal to Mr. Womack for his dedication and service to the Grand Jury, as well as to all
the other members of the Grand Jury.

e Jerald Lasarow
1 Dorado County Superior Court
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Richard Sohrweide; Sergeant-at-Arms
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Deborah Burgess John Plymeyer
Charles Caraway William Rickard
Tim Howell Robert Russell
Judy Griswold Linda Stroot
Arla Martin Ted Shults
Richard Nichols : Kenneth Weitzman
Nancy Powers Norma Woodward
Becky Peterson
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Bottom row (left to right): Robert Russell, Becky Peterson, Ted Shults
Second row: Richard Sohrweide, Charles Caraway, William Rickard
Third row: Kenn Womack, jury foreman, Kenneth Weitzman, Bruce Bogart, foreman pro tem
Fourth row: Richard Nichols, Norma Woodward, Tess Weish
Fifth row: Tim Howell, Judy Griswold, Arla Martin
Sixth row: Holly Warren, Grand Jury Secretary
Top row: John Plymyer, Linda Stroot, Nancy Powers
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Honorable Jerry Lasarow, presiding judge; Deborah Burgess
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