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This Worksheet was designed to be used by those “Partners” (including Public Housing Authorities, consultants, 
contractors, and nonprofits) who assist Responsible Entities and HUD in preparing environmental reviews, but legally 
cannot take full responsibilities for these reviews themselves. Responsible Entities and HUD should use the RE/HUD 
version of the Worksheet.  

Environmental Justice (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/environmental-justice  

HUD strongly encourages starting the Environmental Justice analysis only after all other laws and 
authorities, including Environmental Assessment factors if necessary, have been completed.  
 
1. Were any adverse environmental impacts identified in any other compliance review portion of this 

project’s total environmental review?  
☐Yes   Continue to Question 2.       

 
☒No   If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 

section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.  
 
2. Were these adverse environmental impacts disproportionately high for low-income and/or 

minority communities?    
☐Yes  

   Explain:  
Click here to enter text. 
 The RE/HUD must work with the affected low-income or minority community to decide 
what mitigation actions, if any, will be taken. Provide any supporting documentation.  

 
☒No  

Explain: Environmental justice indicators are generally the same at ¼, ½ and 1-mile radii (low, 
which is good). The Demographic Index for each radii was essentially the same in the surrounding area. A 
summary of the environmental justice indicators is shown in a table below, and the EPA EJ Screen 
worksheets are attached. 

Click here to enter text. 
  If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.  

 
Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates 
• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates 
• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers 
• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region  



 
Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
 
The proposed project is to develop 65 apartments for low to moderate income households, in an 
unincorporated area called Diamond Springs. The rural project site is about 4 miles southwest of 
Placerville, which has grocery stores, banks, shops, restaurants and other urban conveniences. A transit 
line serves the project area. 
 
The US EPA EJScreen is an on-line tool that evaluates a wide range of environmental and social factors. 
Environmental factors focus on air pollution, underground tanks and hazardous material sites, and 
building concerns such as lead paint. Social factors include income, skin color, language, education, and 
age (very young and seniors). The purpose of the tool is to identify communities that are subjected to high 
levels of pollution and prevent or mitigate development that may worsen health or economic outcomes. 
The evaluation examines if the project site is similar or dissimilar to adjacent areas. 
 
Major air pollution sources include regional traffic, trains, and wildfires in the surrounding mountains.  
Regional ozone and PM2.5 are of concern over the entire western slope of the Sierra Nevada range. This 
evaluation considers if people residing at this location would be unduly affected by pollution compared to 
housing at another site in the area. Therefore, the EJ Screen tool compared this site to other housing site 
opportunities within a one-mile radius. 
 
EJScreen model runs are typically performed for the project site and then at increasing distances in 
concentric circles. This allows for comparison between the project site and nearby areas. The V2.2 EJ 
Screen model used for this analysis was updated in January, 2024. V2.2 data presentation was clarified 
and made more attractive. The model now considers five factors (two previously) to calculate a 
“Demographic Index”(DI). The DI factors considered are percent low-income, percent limited English-
speaking, percent less than high school education, percent unemployed, and low life expectancy. The 
calculation for the Supplemental index and EJ score is: EJ & Supplemental Index = Environmental 
Indicator Percentile for Block Group X Demographic Index for Block Group.  (Source: 
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen/ejscreen-change-log accessed 9/14/2023.) 

The DI is calculated for a circle with the project as the center point. The values are expressed as a 
percentile of the state average for each distance. The changes in the DI as one makes a larger circle may 
occur because a wider variety of people are captured from the census data. For this site, all three circles 
are well below the DI concern level of 75%. This is an indicator that people living near the project will 
not be harmed disproportionately compared to those living farther away. 
 
EPA recommends considering pollution scores for various metrics that are over the 80th state percentile. 
The entire area has no metrics over the 80th percentile. However, each model run shows that the risk from 
wildfire smoke is above the 90th percentile, whereas the state average is 30%. The entire Diamond 
Springs/Placerville community shares this smoke risk.  
 

Circle size 
(miles) 

Population Demographic 
Index 

0.25 253 24% 
0.5 1,333 25% 
1.0 4,135 33% 

 
Through this evaluation, El Dorado County sees no disproportionate impact to those residing near the 
project from those farther away.  
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