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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
William J. Stephans 311 Fair Lane
Agricultural Commissioner Placerville, CA 95667
Sealer of Weights and Measures (530) 621-5520
(530) 626-4756 FAX

eldcag@atasteofeldorado.com

A.G. Kawamura, Secretary
California Department of Food and Agriculture

EL DORADO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Rusty Dupray, Chairperson ~ District 1
Helen Baumann— District 2
James R. (Jack) Sweeney — District 3
Charles Paine — District 4
David Solaro — District 5

In accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code, I hereby
submit the 2003 El Dorado County Crop Report.

The El Dorado County gross crop value for 2003 was $42.7 million, a 12.5% decrease
from the 2002 values. The decline in value was caused by many factors including an 8%
decrease in timber sales and a 22% decrease in fruit and nut sales. Adverse weather
conditions during bloom set greatly contributed to the lower fruit and nut value.

Reported wine grape acreage increased by nearly 9% over 2002. The adverse weather in
the spring also affected the wine grape crop. This resulted in 2 2.5% decrease in
production from the previous year. In addition, the average price paid per ton dropped by
4.5%. Even though there was a decrease in the price per ton, El Dorado County wine
grapes still received better than twice the State average for all wine grape varieties.

The monetary values in this report are F.O.B. (Freight On Board) and do not reflect net
returns or profits realized by the growers. It is estimated that the impact of agriculture on
El Dorado County’s economy totaled approximately $396 million in 2003. This is an
increase of 1.2% over the 2002 value. The wine industry had an estimated $170 million
impact on the El Dorado County economy and Apple Hill had an $84 million impact.

I wish to express my appreciation to the many individuals and organizations that
contributed information to make this report possible. Kirk Taylor, Senior Agricultural
Biologist/Standards Inspector compiled this report.

Respectfully Submitted,

\; 3
%;ELLLf J. STePHANS

Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer

- Protecting Agriculture, People and the Environment -




El Dorado County

2003 Crop Report

Departmental Staff

Agriculturai Commissioner/
Sealer of Weights and
Measures

William Stephans

Assistant Agricultural
Commissioner/Sealer

Steve Burton

Agricultural
Biologist/Standards Inspectors

Greta Shutler
Charlene Carveth
Mark Copple
Kirk Taylor
Wendy West
L.ee Anne Mila

Office Staff

Char Tim, Executive Secretary
Deanna Cokinos, Secretary
Kim Wilson, GIS Specialist
Myrna Tow, Administrative Technician

Website

http://www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/ag

Table of Contents

Page
Fruit and Nut Crops............... 1
Livestock...............oonnnnn2
Apiary......cooiii 2
Hay and Pasture...................2
Nursery Products...................3
Christmas Trees..................... 3
Timber..........c.cocciini 8
Totals-Ali Crops......................4
Program Reports.................. 5-6
Wine Grape Acreage...............7
Vine Mealybug.......................8

Cover Photo — Courtesy of the
Historical Museum of E! Dorado County




Fruit and Nut Crops

Production Total Value per Total
Crop Year Acreage Per Acre Production Unit Unit Value
Pears-Bartiett
Fresh 2003 244 Tons  § 510 § 124,440

Cider 2003 1230 Tons § 100 $ 123,000
2002 1178 Tons  § 90 $ 106,000
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Walnuts 2003 2.{5_9{ 082 154  Tons $ 926 % L 14___2;_030
.Tons & 1060 § 147,300
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Hinor and Miscellaneous includes: Truck Gardens, Berries, Nm:’zms Citrus, Chestruts, Avocados, Pumpkins, Tomaloes and Persimmons




Livestoc

Number of Total Value per Total
Crop Year Head Live Weight Unit Unit Value
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Sheep and 2003 505 498 cwt. $ 93.50
2002 495 ‘ 480 cwt. $ 69.40 % 33,300

Misc.* 2003 S ' o ' $ 998,600
2002 | | | k § 1,070,000

5 o

*Misc. Includes: Turkeys, Ducks, Geese, Chickens, Hatching Eggs, Llamas, Goats, Emy, Ostrich and Wool
**owt. = hundredweight = 100 pounds

Apiary Products

Year _ Units Total Value
A = $
Pollen and Pollination
Hay and Pasture = -
Value Per
Crop Year Acres Units Unit Total Value
Hay, Tame 2003 348 844 Tons & 91060 $ 58,600
2002 354 873 Tons § 105.00 $ 70,700
00§
; 00§ 4,40
Rangeland 2003 245,000 Acres $ 12.00 % 2,940,000
{Dryland) 2002 245,000 Acres % 12.00 & 2,840,000




Trees, Shrubs,
Greenhouse

Value Per

Choose 2003 70,0100 . Each 3 39.90 2,783,400
and Cut 2002 72,830 Each $ 3975 § 2,898,968

R

Wood Sales 2003 2,340 MBF $ 24,100
and Permits 2002 2,870 MBF 3 28,900




Total Values - All Categories

Crop Year | Value
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Minor and Misc.

b e T
Nursery 2,054,800
Products 2002 _ $ 2,555,700

Agricultural Commodities of El
Dorado County

Timber
48%

Christmas Trees
8%

Nursery Products

5% Fruit and Nut

23%

Hay and Pasture
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El Dorado County
Agriculture Programs

The El Dorado County Department of Agriculture is responsible for programs that safeguard the public,
the environment, and to promote and protect the county’'s agricultural industry. The following is a
summary of the departmental activities.

Pest Prevention

The Pest Exclusion Program prevents the introduction of detrimental pests that are not of common
occurrence in California. Over 2,700 inspections at 625 locations were made during 2003 by department
staff at parcel shipping locations (United Parcel Service and U.S. Postal Service), retail nurseries,
equipment originating from high-risk areas, and of nursery stock upon arrival for planting at local farms.

The Pest Detection Program consisted of over 800 insect traps in 2003, which were placed throughout
the county and monitored to detect pests that may have entered El Dorado County despite pest
" exclusion efforts, Each year, traps are placed in both rural and urban areas to detect Gypsy Moths,
Japanese Beetles, Mediterranean Fruit Flies, Melon Flies, Apple Maggots and Oriental Fruit Flies. An
action plan for dealing with the Vine Mealybug was developed and implemented in the county.
Components of the plan include detection, monitoring infested vineyards, and treatments.

The Pest Eradication Program efforts include chemical and mechanical treatments of Dalmation
toadflax, Diffuse knapweed, Russian knapweed, Spotted knapweed, Tall whitetop, Oblong spurge,
Canada thistle, and Purple loosestrife in cooperation with the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) and the Nevada Cooperative Extension. VMB infected vineyards were treated by the
growers in cooperation with this Department during the 2003-growing season.

Pest Management

The E! Dorado County Noxious Weed Management Group, formed in 1998, has continued
educational efforts in the control of Yellow starthistle, Tall whitetop, Scotch broom, Dalmation toadflax
and knapweeds. The department is also a member of the Lake Tahoe Basin Weed Coordinating Group.
The purpose of this group is to coordinate invasive weed control, education and eradication among the
federal, state, county and private agencies within the Lake Tahoe Basin.

The Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (GWSS) Pest Management Program was initiated in 1999 to
prevent the introduction of this insect to El Dorado County. GWSS is known to spread Pierce’s Disease,
which can devastate vineyard plantings. The pest-monitoring program includes inspections of all nursery
stock shipped into the county from known infested areas. In addition, over 400 insect traps were
deployed and monitored in nurseries, vineyards and in urban and rural locations throughout the county.

The Biological Control Program consists of releases of insects that act as natural predators against
noxious pests present in the county. Biocontrol projects include use of the following insects: Leaf beetle,
Chrysolina quadrigemina, to control Klamath Weed; seed weevil (Eustenopus villosus) and the Peacock
Fly (Chaetorellia australis) to reduce the spread of Yellow Starthistle. In addition, a parasitic wasp
(Encarsia partneopea) is being utilized in the control of Ash Whiteflies. The EI Dorado County
Department of Agriculture monitors and relocates the insects in cooperation with CDFA.

The Vertebrate Pest Management Program assists growers and homeowners in the control of
deprecating vertebrate pests such as gophers, ground squirrels, mice, rats and other rodents.




The Wildlife Management Program provides management of wildlife within the county that are
deprecating livestock, property and/or presenting a hazard to public health and safety. Efforts are made
to reduce, terminate and prevent damage to livestock, crops and other property caused by wild animals.

Pesticide Monitoring

The Agriculture Department conducts the Pesticide Monitoring Program in cooperation with the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation. Pesticide use is monitored to protect public health, the
environment and agricultural workers. Department staff enforces state regulations, issues use permits,
compiles use data and investigates complaints. Education conceming the safe use of pesticides is also
an integral part of the program. Further, an integrated Pest Management {IPM) approach is encouraged
o reduce pest:mde use.

Commodity Evaluation and Marketmg Programs

The Certified Faxmer’s Market ngram aliows farmers to market directly to. consumers at area
Certified Farmer's Markets There were 59 growers registered as cemﬁed growers with production areas
within the county. The Orgamc Program includes. registration by growers in order to market farm
products as organical iy grown. In 2003, 14 growers were reg;stered as organic, representing 125 acres
under production.. Both the organic and’ cert:fed producer programs mclude grawer mspechons by
department staff to vakdate the regsstrafnons

The Standardlzatlon Program protects ccnsumers and the fresh fru;t nut and vegatabie industry from
distribution of substandard products. Standardization laws establish minimum spec:ﬁcatlons for maturity,
quality and size of commodities {i.e., apples, pears) plus standard container pack and labeling. Qualtty
Control inspections are also conducted on nursery stock, eggs and seeds N

Agricultural Resources

The Department - of Agncultu:‘a conducts a varsety of programs fo pratect and promote agrscuiture
including land use planning, which is administered by the El. {)orado County Agricultural Commission.
The department also provides technical resources to a vanety of committees and boards, including
verification for the El Dorado Irrigation District Small Farms Irrigation Rate Program. Recently, the soils
information for the western half of the county has been digitized. The Department of Agricultural can
provide information pertaining to the soils found on a particular parcei This information can be used by
the land. owner/buyer to determine which. crops, if any, can be grown on that parcel. Agncultura!
statistics and. land use mfonnat:orz is also com;:ﬂed for the Annual Crop Report The department is
actively involved in promoimg agri-tourism. : .

We:ghts and Measures

The Department of Agriculture is also responsible for protecting the buyer and seller of agricultural
commodities. This includes verifying that a chord of firewood has 128 cubic feet of well-stacked wood, a
bushel of apples has a volume of 8 dry gallons and the amount of gas delivered at the pump is accurate.
In addition this department vearly certifies all scales so that the consumer is truly receiving the
appropriate amount at the time of purchase. Scales certified include the seasonal scales utilized at
Certified Farmers markets and direct ranch marketing programs as well as the scales used at permanent
locations such as retail grocery stores.




Top Ten Wine Grape Varietals
of El Dorado County

Variety 2003 Value 2002 Ranking
1. Zinfandel $ 906,900 2
2. Cabernet Sauvignon $ 818,300 1
3. Meriot $ 605,300 4
4. Syrah . $ 540,500 3
5. Chardonnay $ 267,400 5
6. Barbera $ 148,700 8
7. Petite Sirah $ 138,900 6
8. Cabernet Franc $ 118,400 7
9. Viogner $ 88,000 -
10. Sangiovese $ 80,700 9
Wine Grape Acreage in El Dorado
County
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Vine Mealybug: What is it and how does it affect El Dorado County?

Vine mealybug (VMB, Planococcus ficus) is a serious new insect pest for California vineyards.
This pest was first identified in the state in 1994. VMB has since spread to scattered vineyards
throughout California’s wine-, table- and raisin-grape-growing regions. This insect can only be
controlled with expensive, reduced-risk insecticides once a vineyard becomes infested. Although they
are newer reduced risk products, none of the insecticides are permitted in organic certified vineyards.

The adult female, at 1/8”, is the largest life stage of this insect. All life stages (eggs, crawlers,
nymphs and adults) can be present year-round on the infested vine. During the winter the insect is found
under the bark, within developing buds, and on the roots. The majority of the VMB are located on the
trunk near the soil line or on the roots. Being on the roots protects this pest from most cold weather
effects. As the temperature warms, the pest population increases and the insects move up the trunk.
Ants often tend VMB on the roots and may transport them to parts above the soil line. This pest is
found on all portions of the vine during the growing season. Late in the year VMB moves back down
the trunk to the soil line and roots. There can be as many as 6 generations per growing year.

VMB feeds on the vine sap. Heavy infestations will severely stress the vine causing a reduction
or elimination of fruit production. Damage by this insect produces honeydew that drops on the grape
bunches and serves as a substrate for black sooty mold: Black sooty mold makes the grapes unusable
for wine production. Often the honeydew is in such huge quantities that it resembles candle wax. VMB
can be found infesting grape bunches making them unfit for consumption. In addition to this, VMB can
transmit certain grape viruses.

This mealybug can survive for up to 1 month without feeding. The female does not fly, but it
can crawl fairly well.  Normal routes for introducing this: insect to a new vineyard is by way of
contaminated equipment, nursery stock and field workers.- Since this insect is found in the soil, any soil
found on equipment or workers may be contaminated. - Therefore any equipment coming into an un-
infested vineyard should be free of dirt. Workers coming from an infested vineyard should have clean
clothes, equipment, and shoes before entering another vineyard. = = -

Treatment for this pest includes two options. - The first option is to treat the vineyard with
pesticides. Pursuant to recognized protocols, the vineyard must be treated two to three times during the
growing season at a cost of approximately $400/acre/year. Further, the infested vineyard must be
treated for 2-5 years to significantly reduce or eradicate this pest. The other option is much more severe
in that all of the infested vines must be removed, the area left fallow for an appropriate time and then
replanted at a later date. For most vineyard owners neither option is economically feasible.

The effects of Vine mealybug could be devastating to the wine-grape industry of
El Dorado County. Currently there are a small number of infested vineyards within the county. This
department regularly monitors the infested vineyards to record the population density and measure the
effectiveness of the treatments. In addition, we also monitor all vineyards surrounding the infested areas
to ensure the insect does not expand its presence in the county.
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