NATIVE DIRECTIONS, INC.
THREE RIVERS INDIAN LODGE

May 17, 2024

Karen L. Garner, Director

El Dorado County Planning and Building Department
2850 Fairlane Court

Placerville, CA 95667

Karen.L.Garner@edcgov.us

Dear Director Garner,

Thank you for taking the time to update us on the status of the grading permit application for
2761 Sands Road in Rescue and sharing the questions on which the Planning Division seeks
clarification.

The attached materials address the questions raised in your letter sent on May 3, 2024, and
offer clarification of the statute enacting the Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure
Program (BHCIP.) These materials include: 1) a legal analysis, prepared by our legal counsel,
outlining the project’s exemption from local zoning requirements and qualifications for a CEQA
exemption and 2) letters of support for the project.

Please do not hesitate to reach out should you have any further questions or if you would like
any additional information. We appreciate your careful consideration of the grading permit
application for this essential project.

Sincerely,

Ranona Valide:  Patrich Prado

Native Directions, Inc. and HomeCA Inc.

cc: Kim Johnson, Director, California Department of Social Services

Michelle Baass, Director, California Department of Health Care Services

Attached: Legal Opinion — Atty. Robert Naylor

NDI Letters of Support



Robert W. Naylor Advocacy

A LAwW CORPORATION

455 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 600
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 743-3289
robertwnaylor@yahoo.com

May 14, 2024

Ramona Valadez, Executive Director
Native Directions, Inc.

Patrick Prado, Chief Operating Officer
Home CA, Inc.

13505 Union Road

Manteca, CA 95336

RE: Legal analysis in response to Karen L. Garner letter of May 3, 2024

Dear Director Valadez and COO Prado:

I have reviewed the subject letter, which asserts the proposed project does not meet local zoning
requirements and does not qualify for a CEQA exemption. Contrary to the conclusions in the
letter, I believe the statute enacting the Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program
(BHCIP), under which this project has received a grant, exempts the project from local zoning
ordinances, and that the proposed project meets the conditions of the statute for a CEQA
exemption.

Zoning

The project is exempt from local zoning provisions due to an explicit statewide zoning
exemption in the statute that enacted the Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program,
Welfare and Institutions Code section 5960.3 (a):

“Notwithstanding any other law, a facility project funded by a grant pursuant to this
chapter shall be deemed consistent and in conformity with any applicable local plan,

standard or requirement, and allowed as a permitted use within the zone in which
the structure is located and shall not be subject to a conditional use permit,

discretionary permit, or any other discretionary reviews or approvals [emphasis
added].”

The Legislature deemed BHCIP to be of the highest priority in addressing serious behavioral
health needs, appropriated significant funds to carry it out, and could not have been more crystal
clear that local zoning or any other local regulations would not be allowed to stand in the way of



May 14, 2024

Letter to Home CA, Inc

Re: Legal Analysis in Response to Garner Letter
Page 2

approved projects. The Program Funding Agreement, the binding contract signed by Advocates
for Human Potential, DHCS’s designated manager of the BHCIP program, and Home CA,
directly references section 5960.3(a) as the governing law relating to local land use restrictions.
It is part of the contract on which both parties are relying.

CEQA

Welfare & Institutions Code section 5960.3 (b) states that the California Environmental Quality
Act “shall not apply to a project...funded by a grant pursuant to this chapter if, where applicable,
all of the following applicable requirements are satisfied [emphasis added].”

The letter from Director Garner raises questions about just two of the nine requirements (the
other requirements are fulfilled either by the underlying facts (the property was not acquired by
eminent domain) or because they are part of the basic performance elements secured by the Deed
of Restrictions).

The two requirements at issue are:

“(5) The project applicant submits to the lead agency a letter of support, or other
durable documentary proof for the project, from a county, city or other local public
entity for any new proposed construction, major alteration work, or rehabilitation....

“(9) The project does not result in any increase in the onsite development footprint
of structures or improvements.”

Letter of Support

This project is co-sponsored by Native Directions, Inc., an urban tribal entity and nonprofit
organization. Its Executive Director now and for the last 30 years is Ramona Valadez (of the
Comanche tribe). According to Director Valadez, the organization was formerly called the San
Joaquin Council for the American Indian, an urban tribal entity. The name changed because their
service footprint extended to members of multiple tribes.

Native Directions operates Three Rivers Lodge, an urban Indian alcohol and substance abuse
recovery facility located in Manteca, which is licensed by DHCS and funded by Indian Health
Service, the federal health program for American Indians and Alaska Natives. Indian Health
Service has extensive activities in California (see ihs.gov). Indian Health Service has formally
recognized Native Directions as an Urban Indian Organization, which is one of the tribal entities,
aside from tribes, recognized as eligible under the RFA.
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Given these credentials, Native Directions qualifies as a “local public entity” under the language
of the statute.

The project is not relying solely on NDI: it has significant additional support from the El Dorado
County region, submitted as part of the BHCIP application, including a petition signed by native
American organizations and individuals and other businesses and individuals.

Increase in the Onsite Development Footprint

The land here is vacant land. There is no onsite development footprint. Accordingly, this
section is not “applicable” within the meaning of the introductory sentence of section 5960.3 (b).

To consider this section “applicable” on vacant land would be to negate the entire purpose of the
CEQA exemption, which the Legislature so clearly intended to smooth the way for and expedite
the development of projects receiving BHCIP grants.

Other Issues

The subject letter also raises questions about whether NDI is eligible under the standards of the
Request for Applications. The answer to that is the Department of Health Care Services,
through its designated agent in charge of the BHCIP program, found that NDI was eligible,
approved the grant and executed the Program Funding Agreement.

The letter also raises questions about NDI’s commitment to providing Medi-Cal services. The
RFA is clear that any such contract is contemplated “once the funded facility’s expansion or
construction is complete.” It also says that “community wellness centers and youth behavioral
health prevention centers are not required to have a contract to provide Medi-Cal behavioral
health services; however, they must provide services to Medi-Cal beneficiaries.”

For these reasons, we believe the project fully complies with Health and Safety Code section
5960.3 and that El Dorado County should approve the CEQA exemption and move forward with
the grading permit to allow construction to proceed.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Naylor



CaliforniaConsortiumforUrbanindianHealth

CC StrengtheningTheOrganizationsThatStrengthenOurCommunities

May 14, 2024
Subject: Letter of Support and Endorsement of Native Directions Inc. Initiatives

To Whom It May Concemn:

CCUIH extends our enthusiastic support for the ongoing and future initiatives of Native
Directions Inc. (NDI), particularly those aimed at improving conditions for Native Americans who
are either unhoused or at risk of homelessness, with a special focus on prenatal and perinatal
women.

NDI's commitment to providing housing and tailored services in a culturally sensitive manner
aligns with our vision of nurturing and empowering our community through supportive and
dignified environments. Their approach not only addresses immediate housing needs but also
fosters long-term healing and personal growth within the least restrictive settings, which is
crucial for the well-being of our community members.

We commend NDI for their steadfast dedication to our people. We are committed to supporting
their projects that promise to enhance the quality of life and opportunities for American Indians
and Alaska Natives in California. Our organization is prepared to collaborate and provide
necessary assistance to ensure the success of these projects.

Thank you for acknowledging our support. We anticipate a fruitful collaboration with NDI and are
excited to witness the positive outcomes of their impactful work.

Sincerely,

Ve

Virginia Hedrick, MPH (Yurok)
Executive Director, CCUIH

1016 Lincoln Bivd. Suite 111 * San Francisco, CA 94129 +» 415-345-1208
1900 Point West Way, Suite 111 * Sacramento CA, 95818 : cculh.org * info@ccuih.org



Art Martinez, PhD
Consulting Psychologist

Serving clients in El Dorado and Alpine Counties
To Whom It May Concern:

Subject: Support for Native Directions Inc. Projects in El Dorado County

| am pleased to express my strong support for the projects being undertaken by Native

Directions Inc. within El Dorado County. These initiatives, aimed at providing housing and
essential non medical services, are crucial for the nurturing and empowerment of Native
Americans who are in dire need of support to facilitate their healing and growth.

Native Directions Inc. has consistently demonstrated an unwavering commitment to our
community, particularly in areas that resonate deeply with our tribe's objectives-offering a
peaceful environment where individuals can heal, grow and thrive. Their projects not only
provide physical shelter but also ensure access to essential services that are culturally sensitive

and tailored to meet the unique needs of our people.

mutual understanding, we an significantly

| believe that through collaborative efforts and
ereby ensuring they yield the greatest benefits

enhance the effectiveness of these projects, th
for those in need.

dering this endorsement of Native Directions Inc.'s invaluable projects. |

Thank you for consi
unfold within our community.

look forward to seeing the positive impact of these projects

Sincerely

AN e ot
Dr. Art Martinez

775-781-0704

Drartmartinez@att.net




ART MARTINEZ, PHD (CHUMASH)
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR NATIVE
CHILD AND FAMILY RESILIENCE

TRIBAL LAW AND POLICY INSTITUTE




HOMECA

HomeCA.org 1-855-466-3978

05/07/2024

To Whom It May Concern,

| am Deanna Pineda, board member and native liaison, and | am pleased to represent
HomeCA Inc., a non profit community based organization based in El Dorado, California,
dedicated to addressing the critical issue of homelessness in our state. Founded in 2016,
our mission has been to connect low-income, frail elderly individuals and adults with
behavioral health issues, including native Americans, to suitable assisted living and
independent living facilities, providing these services at no cost to the individuals or the
facilities involved. Our operations are largely driven by a compassionate team of volunteers
who believe frmly that everyone deserves a place to call home.

We are writing to express our support for the colla borative initiatives undertaken with
Native Directions Inc. (NDI) in the design and development of housing facilities aimed at
serving unhoused Native Americans. This partnership is grounded in our shared
commitment to creating solutions that not only provide shelter but also promote cultural

sensitivity, healing, and growth.

Through our collaboration with NDI, we are implementing the 'native to native’ principle of
care, ensuring that the services and support provided are culturally attuned and respectful
of the traditions and needs of Native American communities. Our joint efforts are focused
on coordinating the efficient matching of unhoused Native Americans to these new
resources, facilitating access to housing and other critical services operated by and for

natives.

HomeCA Inc. is proud to contribute to this initiative, leveraging our expertise in housing
solutions and resource coordination to enhance the impact of these projects. We believe
that our partnership with NDI will lead to sustainable improvements in the lives of many

individuals, fostering a sense of community and belonging.

Thank you for acknowledging our efforts and supporting our mission.

Sincerely,

%-4

eanna Pineda
Board Member and Native Liaison
Deanna@homeca.org
HomeCA Inc.




Advocating for Safe, Quality and Affordable Residential Care

| 6Beds, Inc.
o)

Ron Simpson, President

6Beds Inc.

El Dorado Hills, 95762
1-833-MY6-BEDS. Www.6beds.org

May 7, 2024

To El Dorado County Board of Supervisors,

| am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of 6Beds Inc., established in 2014 and headquartered in
El Dorado Hills, California. As a statewide organization, 6Beds operates primarily from our main office in
El Dorado, CA. We are a key stakeholder recognized by the State of California and various agencies,
including the Department of Social Services and the Department of Developmental Services, representing
smaller residential care facilities. As a 501(c)(6) non-profit organization, 6Beds actively engages in
lobbying efforts at the State Capitol through our distinguished lobbyists, Attorney Robert Naylor and
Roxanne Gould. Our advocacy contributed to the enactment of significant state legislations in 2021—AB
133 and AB 172, which respectively established the Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program
(BHCIP) and Community Care Expansion (CCE) programs. Representing approximately 3,500
Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFE) and Adult Residential Facilities (ARF) statewide,
including several in EI Dorado County, we are delighted to extend our support to the forthcoming

initiatives and projects of Native Directions Inc. (NDI) in El Dorado County.

from a shared commitment to enhancing the quality of life for

vulnerable populations, including the unhoused and economically challenged Native Americans. NDI's
projects in EI Dorado County are pivotal, promising to make substantial impacts on our community by
providing essential services and support in innovative and sustainable ways.

Our endorsement of NDI’s initiatives comes

DI's efforts. We are committed to collaborating closely with NDI, offering

our expertise in regulatory compliance and residential care operations to aid the successful rollout and
ongoing success of these initiatives. Our involvement is aimed at ensuring these projects not only meet

but exceed their objectives, providing a safe and supportive environment for those in need.

6Beds Inc. is proud to support N

We are enthusiastic about the potential impacts of these projects and look forward to contributing to their

SUCCESS.

Thank you for your attention and the opportunity to be part of this commendable effort.

Sincerely,

Roun Sempann, MWEA 2D
Ron Simpson

President

6Beds Inc.



BEST LIFE FOR NATIVES

Empower, Heal, Thrive: The Native Journey

May 8, 2024

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing on behalf of Best Life for Natives and also as a resident of El Dorado
Hills. Best Life is an urban tribal entity and also a 501¢3 non-profit organization
dedicated to empowering Native Americans to overcome historical trauma, substance
use disorders, and cycles of poverty through culturally sensitive mentorship,

counseling and support. Founded in Shingle Springs in 2021 as an urban tribal entity,
our mission is to mentor and support natives in reaching their fullest potential.

We express our strong support for the initiatives and projects of Native Directions
Inc. (NDI) in El Dorado County. Our goals align perfectly with NDI's efforts,
particularly in enhancing the well-being and development of the Native American
community through strategic and impactful projects.

At Best Life, we understand the critical role that culturally informed counseling plays in
healing and growth. To this end, we are committed to collaborating with NDI to ensure
the success of their projects. Our team of volunteer mentors and counselors is
prepared to provide culturally sensitive guidance and therapeutic support, integrating
traditional practices that resonate deeply with our community's values and needs.

We believe that our support to NDI will be instrumental in creating meaningful change
and long-lasting benefits for the communities we serve. We look forward to the
opportunity to contribute to the success of these important initiatives.

Thank you for considering this letter of support. We are excited about what we can
achieve together for the betterment of our communities. | can be reached at 916-337-

7617 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Botpesy YYeltlor

Rodney Yeldon
Iroquoi Tribe




Ultimax Builder Buitd Smart, Live Better

05/08/2024

To Whom It May Concern,

| am Max Peralta, President of Ultimax Builders, a licensed and bonded construction
company, and Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) registered, based in El Dorado
Hills, California. Specializing in the construction of residential facilities throughout
Northern California, we are committed to excellence in every project, ensuring that each
build meets the highest standards of quality and safety.

It is with great pride that | extend my support to Native Directions Inc. (NDI) for their
upcoming projects in El Dorado County. As a resident of EI Dorado Hills and an active
participant in community development, | have a deep appreciation for initiatives that aim
to enhance the living conditions and wellbeing of local populations, particularly those
that serve underrepresented groups.

NDI's commitment to providing culturally sensitive housing and resources for Native
Americans is both commendable and necessary. Their approach not only respects but
also preserves the cultural heritage of the Native American community, integrating these
principles into every aspect of their housing projects. This dedication to cultural integrity
is crucial for the success of such initiatives and aligns with our values at Ultimax

Builders.

As NDI moves forward with their projects, Ultimax Builders is eager to lend our
expertise in construction and project management to assist wherever possible. We
recognize the importance of these developments in promoting healing and growth within
the community, and we are committed to supporting NDI’s efforts to ensure these
facilities are constructed to the highest standards of quality and functionality.

free to contact me for any further information or to discuss how we can
We look forward to the opportunity to
ke a lasting impact in El Dorado County.

Please feel
contribute to the success of these projects.

collaborate with Native Directions Inc. and ma

| can be reached at 408-621-0465 if you have any questions.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

P9y 77l

Max Peralta
President, Ultimax Builders




Oxford Manor Management Group LLC

Elevating clderly care with Compassion in Cameron Park. Oxford Manor Lic 092700163

05/07/2024

To Whom It May Concern,

| am Jose Santos, the Administrator and Owner of Oxford Manor, a licensed residential care
facility for the elderly (RCFE) that specializes in dementia care and hospice care located in
Cameron Park, California. This RCFE had been in operation since the 80s and | took over in
2007 and we serve the community of Cameron Park and the rest of El Dorado County. At
Oxford Manor, we are dedicated to providing high-quality care and a nurturing environment
for our residents, recognizing the importance of dignity and respect in the later stages of life.

| am pleased to support the initiatives of Native Directions Inc. (NDI) in El Dorado County.
Having observed their commitment to community care and their impactful projects, | am
convinced that their efforts are crucial for the wellbeing of the local Native American

population.

At Oxford Manor, we share a common goal with NDI: to enhance the quality of life for those
we serve. This shared mission is why | believe in the success of NDI's projects, which aim to
provide culturally sensitive and appropriate support to Native Americans in our community.
Their work in developing housing and resources operated by natives for natives is not only
innovative but deeply necessary for fostering healing and growth.

| am particularly impressed by NDI's approach to incorporating culturally specific care into
their services, which aligns closely with our philosophy at Oxford Manor, where we strive to
meet the unique needs of each resident. We are committed to supporting ND/'’s projects and
look forward to potential collaborations that could further our mutual objectives of care and

respect for all individuals.

Thank you for considering this letter of support. | am optimistic about the future projects of
NDI and the substantial benefits they are sure to bring to our area. | can be reached at 530-

676-0150 if you have nay questions.

Sincerely,

Tose Santos

Jose Santos, Business Owner
Cameron Park Resident




May 8, 2024
To El Dorado County Board of Supervisors,

As a recently retired Fire Captain from the San Rafael Fire Department with over three
decades of experience in paramedic and fire safety roles, and a resident of El Dorado Hills
for over 20 years, | am intimately familiar with the unique challenges and needs of our

community.

| am writing to express my full support for Native Directions Inc., an organization dedicated

to improving the lives of Native American communities through culturally sensitive and
effective programs. Their commitment to integrating the community's profound connection
to nature into their services is commendable and vital for holistic well- being.

In my capacity as a retired fire safety professional, | am keenly interested in collaborating

with Native Directions Inc. to enhance fire safety measures within their facilities and the
wider Rescue, California neighborhood. Understanding the importance of maintaining
natural and pristine surroundings, | am prepared to offer guidance to ensure these
environments are managed in a way that significantly reduces fire risks, thereby ensuring
the safety of all residents and the surrounding community.

Please feel free to reach out to me for any further discussion on how | can support the

ongoing success and safety initiatives at Native Directions Inc.

Sincerely,

(L

William Wasdyke
Retired Fire Captain
Williamwasdyke@gmail.com




On April 15 and July 1, 2023, over 220 signatures were
collected from Native Americans across various tribes,
rallying support for the Tribal Youth Perinatal Residential
Facility at 3335 Deer Valley Court, Rescue. This initiative,
spearheaded by Native Core—Native Directions' outreach
arm based in Stockton, CA—highlighted the community’s
commitment to a unique facility designed to serve young
pregnant Native women. These efforts underscore the
facility's mission to offer culturally sensitive and traditional
healing methods, tailored specifically to residents who may
be grappling with Substance Use Disorders or fleeing violent

environments.

This youth facility aims to provide a safe haven for
vulnerable women, addressing the pressing issue of missing
and murdered Indigenous women (MMIW) in California—a
state with the third-highest number of MMIW cases in the U.S.
Alarmingly, a report from 2021 noted that MMIW cases in
California had risen to 183, marking a significant increase
over previous years. This facility represents a critical step
forward in offering protection and support to this at-risk
population, reflecting the urgency and importance of
addressing these challenges within the community.
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

July 1, 2023

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residential treatment center for Pre-Natal Youth.
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residentlal treatment center for Pre- Natal Youth.
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residential treatment center for Pre-Natal Youth.

Full name

Postcode
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request

BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home C
Substance Use Disorder residential treatmen

A funding to establish culturally sensitive
t center for Pre-Natal Youth.
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residential treatment center for Pre- Natal Youth.

Full name Postcode Email address Signature
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residential treatment center for Pre-Natal Youth.

Full name

Postcode

Email address
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PRE-NATAL YOUTH SUD RESIDENTIAL

We the undersigned approve and request
BHCIP to grant Native Directions/ Home CA funding to establish culturally sensitive
Substance Use Disorder residential treatment center for Pre-Natal Youth.
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